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ECOND ADDRESS, & 


GENTLEMEN, 


8 the Approbation, with which the Ad- 

dreſs was generally receiv'd that ſome time 
ago was made to you, ſhews, How acceptable a 
plain and diſpaſſionate Enquiry into the Merits 

of the two Intereſts, now contending for your 
"Favour, is to you: So, on the other Hand, the 

long Forbearance of the Writers on the oppoſite 
Side to return any publick Anſwer to it, no leſs 
diſcovers, How little agreeable ſuch Enquiries, 
though ever fo fairly conducted, are to Them, 
and to the Cauſe which they are concern'd to 
recommend. Theſe, Gentlemen, it muſt be 
confeſs d, are very liberal in entertaining or amu- 
ſing you with flight Songs or Ballads, and now 
and then a ſhort wordy Declamation ; but with 
great Caution avoid any regular Diſcuſſion of 
Facts, or the entering into any juſt Reaſoning 
upon them. Facts, they know, and Reaſon, 
are of a ſtrong/and obſtinate Nature : They do 
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not care to meddle with them. They chuſe te 
ſkirmiſh with lighter Weapons, fitter for thei 
weak Manner of engaging : not conſidering, per 
| haps, how poor a Compliment they in the mean 
Time make to your Underſtandings; by preſum- 
ing, that in the Choice of your Repreſentatives 
in Parliament, you will entirely be influenc'd by 
ridiculous Rhimes or meer Words, and are not 
fit to have any Application made to your Senſe 
and Judgment on fo ſerious an Affair. 

At length indeed a Writer has ventur'd to 
ſtep forth from the Side of that Party, reſolv'd 
to try his own Abilities and the Strength of his 
Cauſe, in rendering ſome Sort of formal An- 
{wer to the Addreſs before mention'd. But 
whatever Opinion the Author himſelf, or the 
Gentlemen, in Favour of whom it was wrote, 
may entertain of this Performance, I find it ne- 
ceſſary with regard to myſelf to declare, that 
ſhould be aſham'd to take Notice of it in any | 
other Light, than that having been ſo long in 
preparing, and being afterwards diſtributed by 
the chief Perſons of the Party, it ſeems to be the | 
Produce of the Deliberations of the whole Body 


of the Old Intereſt, in Defence of itſelf, againſt 


what is advanc'd in that Paper. As a Work 
then containing, if not the Language, at leaſt 
the Sentiments .of a Body of Men, it may de- | 
ſerve, whatever it's real Merit be, not to be en- 
tirely neglected: and the more eſpecially, as 
this Method of a regular Debate was firſt ſet on 
Foot by the Friends of thoſe, who. oppoſe. the 
«4 Old 


(5) 


Old Intereſt; and therefore, it may be pre- | 


ſum'd, ought to be perſued by them upon ſuch 
Materials, as their Adverſaries afford them. 

TI ought perhaps to make an Apology for the 
Severity of ſome of the Obſervations, which the 
Remarker may provoke me to make; but I 
traſt, when you ſhall have conſider'd the Oc- 
caſion of them, you will not think, that either 
He or his Cauſe hath been unfairly handled. 

In the Title-page then this Writer thinks 
proper to inform you, Gentlemen, that his Let- 
ter to you contains, © Some few candid Re- 
marks; and in his Letter to the Printer he ſays, 
he has © Ventur'd to communicate them for the 
Sake of Truth.” Theſe, you may fay, are only 
Profeſſions of Candour and Truth. But I am 
not unwilling to acknowledge, that he has in 
Fact ſhewn ſome Inſtances of them, where 
thro' Modeſty (perhaps) he has omitted openly 
and avowedly to lay in his Claim. Particularly, 
I think, he ſhews even an uncommon Degree 
of Ingenuouſneſs, in confeſſing concerning his 
own Performance, and that too ſo early as he 
does, his own Apprehenſion of the Dulneſs of 
it: And, moreover, in the Hint he ſo honeſtly 
gives of the Principle by which he himſelf is 
govern'd, by adviſing his Printer to print off his 


Work, though ever ſo dull, from the ſole 


Motive of Self-intereſt. He had obſery'd at 
this Time among you, Gentlemen Freeholders 
of the County, a general Inclination and juſt 
Defire for Information in a Matter, that ſo much 

concern d 


— ba> 


of my worthy Adverſary's Candour and Love of 


- themſelves, on which, ſo far as they refer to 


25 (6) 5 2 


concern'd you; and ſuppos'd the great Demand 


o& Intelligence of that Kind a fit Opportunity 


or him to utter, what he had to diſpoſe of, tho' 
of ever ſo ill a Quality. This may be eſteem'd 
a Mark of his Wit; and if you ſhou'd look up- 
on him in the Light of a Fiſhmonger, who 
wou'd fell ſtinking F iſh, and poiſon his Neigh- 
bours with them ; yet it is certainly no ſmall 
Proof of his Fair-dealing, that he ſo openly cries 
them as ſuch. . 
I am likewiſe inclin'd to aſcribe it to the na- 
tural Openneſs and Ingenuouſneſs of his Tem- 
er, that whereas in his Title-page, as was be- 
fore obſervd, he had, for wiſe Reaſons no 
Doubt, put on the Diſguiſe of Candour ; yet 
with great Concern, leſt his Readers might 
poſſibly be deceived, and fancy, he really in- 
tended to exerciſe any Thing like it in his future 
Remarks, he inſtantly and in the very Begin- 
ning of the previous Letter, throws off his 
Maſk, and declares, that he muſt in Juſtice ac- 
knowledge, that he finds npthing on the Side of 


the © O/d Intereſt” but Mit, Humour, Rea- 
ſoning and nothing but Abuſe, Scandal, 


Scurrility,” on the, Side of what he calls the 
« New.” | 
Having pointed out theſe Proofs or Samples 


Truth; I come now to conſider the Remarks 
Facts of Conſequence, I muſt beg Leave to 


argue a little more cloſely with him. 
"ED 25 The 
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The firſt Thing, Gentlemen, in the Letter is 

a ſudden and vehement Attack upon the firſt 

Thing in the Addreſs. He calls the Account 
there given of the Nomination of the Candidates, 

at the Meeting on the 15th of February laſt, a 
© Bold Aſſertion, nay, an © Afper/ion.” In 
the Beginning of that Account it is indeed aſ- 
ſerted, that the Nomination was made una- 
nimouſly”. But he cou'd not ſurely mean, 
that his Epithet Bold,” ſhou'd be underſtood 
of that Aſſertion; ſince there appears no Sha- 
dow of Reaſon to imagine, that the Fact was 
otherwiſe, or well cou'd be otherwiſe, than as 
it is aſſerted, And with no greater Degree of 
Propriety can the Appellation of Boldneſs be ap- 
plied to what is ſaid in the next Place; that 
ee the Nomination was made at a latger Mect- 
e ing of the Landed Intereſt, than perhaps was 

e ever aſſembled in the County to prepare the 

% Way to an Election that was likely to be con- 
< teſted.” The Letter-writer himſelf obſerves, 

that the Word Perhaps is made uſe of in this 
Sentence, and with ſuch Meaning, as to admit, 

that what is advanc'd in it may be falſe. How 

then can he charge Boldneſs on an Aſſertion, 

which in the very Form of it, and by his own 

Confeſſion, leaves room for the contrary Aſſertion 

to be true, if it were only prov'd. But for his 

Part, he does not ſo much as make the leaſt 

Attempt to produce any Kind of Proof or Evi- 

dence, that the contrary of what was modeſtly, 

though (as it ſeems) on good Grounds advanc'd, 

| is 
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is true; but contents himſelf with boldly aſ- 


ſerting, that On Examination it will appear 
certainly to be ſo. And what to others, if not 
to his Friends, may make his Conduct in this 
2 appear perhaps a little odd, is, that 

e thus takes upon him boldly to aſſert himſelf, 
in the very Inſtance where he is charging Bold- 
neſs in aſſerting, as a Fault in another; who yet, 
he ſees and owns, does not ſo much as poſitively 
aſlert any Thing. Though, if the Matter in 
Queſtion - had been indeed propos'd ever fo 
2 and abſolutely, it wou'd nevertheleſs 

ave been true, for any Thing this Writer or 
his Party (ſo far as I have heard or ſeen) have 
attempted to prove on the Contrary. This 
however is evident to all ; that if this Meeting 
was not abſolutely the largeft, that ever was in 
the County on the like Occaſion, it was much 
larger, and compos'd of Gentlemen of much 
greater Diſtinction and much ampler Property, 
than that at which the other Candidates were 
nominated ; as appears from the publiſh'd Lift 
of the Meeting, and from the Shame of the 
adverſe Party to publiſh: theirs. And this may 
be enough to convince you, on which Side the 


greater Part of the Landed Intereſt of the Coun- 


ty is; and that it zs not on that Side, on which 
your Truth-loving Letter-writer wou'd infinu- 
ate, that it certainly is. 

But though this Meeting were ever ſo large, 
yet this Remarker has what he calls © Reaſona- 
* ble Ohjections to it; which the © Author” 
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> Diſpoſal of the Honours of the County, as un- 


(9) 
bf the Addreſs, ſeems, © paſſes by unnòotic'd“; 
probably upon a Preſumption, that it wou'd not 
enter into the Head of any candid, of any rea- 
ſonable Man, to make them. But now, they 
ſhall be paſs'd by no longer; ſince he has been 
ſo obliging, as to make it not improper to take 
Notice of them. Theſe Objections are, That 
<« the Meeting on the 15th was irregular and un- 
* conſtitutional : That it was irregular for this 
% Reaſon, as at a prior Meeting the Opinion 
“ and Senſe of the County had put in Nomina- 
* tion Ld W——2n, and Sir I D.“ 

Now the Summons to the prior Meeting, 
which he refers to, invited only the Gentle- 


men of the Old Intereſt to be preſent at it. It 


excluded from it all the Gentlemen of Rank, 


of Family, of Fortune, who were not of that 


Intereſt. Theſe all were rejected with Con- 
tempt, as unworthy to bear a Part in the very 


worthy to have the leaſt Share in the Nomina- 


tion of the Perſons deſign'd to be their Repre- 


ſentatives. And yet the Opinion and Senſe of 
that Part only, which thought proper to meet 
in Obedience to ſo arbitrary and partial an Invi- 
tation, this Writer very o:/ely gives out as the 


Opinion and Senſe of the whole County. On 


the other Hand, the Summons for the Meeting 
on the '15th was to all the Freeholders of the 


* See their Advertiſement on this Occaſion. 


BH Cor nty, 


And at this Meeti 


C10 5 
County, without Diſtinction or Exception to any; 
ind at thus duly and regularly 
call'd together, and in Number, and in all 
reſpects greatly ſuperior to the other, Ld 
P. and Sir E—-d T——r were unanimouſly 
nominated. At this Meeting therefore, if at 
either, and not at the prior one, were ex- 
preſs d the Opinion and Senſe of the County; 
and that ſo largely, as in all probability they 
never were expreſs d before on the like Occaſion. 
Nevertheleſs this Mouth of his Party is fo void 
of Senſe, as in Contradiction to theſe notorious 
Facts, to aflert otherwiſe, and to pronounce. the 
forraer Meeting regular, and the latter irregular. 


I cannot forbear to declare, being provok'd to 5 


it by ſo bold an Aſſertor, and having good Rea- 
ſon to believe, that in this Particular, as in all 
the other, he only ſpeaks. publickly, what the 
Reſt of the Party propagate privately; that I 
never knew or heard of another Inſtance in any 
Party of ſuch impotent Contemptuouſneſs, ſuch. 


impudent Inſolence in a vain Preſumption of 
Superiority, ſuch affronting Ingratitude to a 


County, not even to a common Borough, as 
this unjuſt and abſurd calling together a Part to 
nominate for the Whole. Nor do I ſee, if a 
previous Meeting be neceſſary, as it is cuſtom- 
ary, for the Nomination of Candidates, How 
Ld W—— and Sir J- D——; having been not 
yet duly nominated, can be conſider'd as Can- 
didates at all. Be this as it will; you have, 
Gentlemen, in this Fact, a moſt plain Proof of 
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the Vanity of the Pretenſions of this Party to 


Regularity, to Impartiality, to Juſtice, to an 
. for Len an tender Regard for 
Your Rights and Liberties; fince from this one 
Inſtance, if there were no other, there is all the 
Reaſon in the World to ſuſpect, that their Prin- 
ciples wou'd lead them to take away, if they 
cou'd, the very Right of electing, as well as of 
nominating, the Repreſentatives of the County, 
from all the Freeholders of it, who wou'd not 


patiently and implicitly ſubmit to their arbitrary 


and unwarrantable Proceedings. 

I now go on to conſider the other © reaſon- 
* able Objedtron,” which this Repreſentative of 
the Reaſon and Senſe of his Party has thought 
proper to make to the fame Meeting. He ſays, 
« Tt was unconſtitutional, as there was © a great 


d Number of P—rs then and there preſent.” 


Now if it were ever ſo unconſtitutional for P—rs 
to be preſent at ſuch Meetings, it is doubtleſs 
very unbecoming in this blind Pleader to raiſe an 
Objection to one Meeting, which equally bears 
againſt that, which he is defending ; For it is 
notorious, that at the Meeting, where L—d 
W-——n and Sir J—-s D d were nominated, 
that one P—r was preſent, the only one in the 
County theſe Gentlemen had Intereſt enough 
to prevail upon to be preſent ; that he preſided 
at it, and in a ſet Speech open'd the Deſign of 
the Meeting, and accordingly recommended and 


| preſs d the Nomination of Candidates out of the 


Gentlemen of the Old Intereſt; And as no- 
| B 2 torious 


(12) 
\ torious; that there have been P—rs preſent 
at all the Meetings of this Party on the like 
Occaſions,, during the whole Time they have 
been in Credit and taken to themſelves the 
Direction of this Part of the Affairs of the Coun- 


ty. Nevertheleſs my modeſt Antagoniſt aſſerts, 


that the Nomination of theſe Gentlemen was 
Conſtitutional; and doubtleſs means the ſame 
Thing of all the Nominations, that have been, 
or ſhall be made, at the Meetings of the ſame 
Party, though ever ſo many P—rs have been or 
ſhall be © then and there preſent.” Now, tho' 
I am inform'd by good Authority, that there is 
no Law in England, by Statute or by Cuſtom, 
againſt the Preſence of P—rs at ſuch Meetings, 
it is needleſs however in the preſent Diſpute to 
come to any Determination about that Queſtion ; 
ſince if ſuch Preſence were ever ſo unconſtituti- 
onal, the two Nominations before us are ſubject 
to the ſame Objection, and neither has in this 
Reſpect the Advantage of the other. | 

By ſuch Actions, and by ſuch Arguments as 
theſe it is, that theſe Gentlemen are prov'd to 
be Maſters of extraordinary Merit, in all 
Reſpects, and more particularly to have a pecu- 
har Affection to the Conſtitution; or rather, to 
what is not the Conſtitution of their Country. 

It is certainly very condeſcending in this 
Writer to own, that in the Encomium, (as he 
is pleas'd to call it,) given in the Addreſs, of 
Ld P r, and Sir E—d T r, it is © not 
directly and openly” aſſerted, that their Com- 

| petitors 


a A a rnd tt 6 ada MX 


1 AA = EWA” — A911 & 5+A 


> a> -x 


EZ 


R — 


A 


* 
EY co 
2 
ä 
8 * 
{YI WE 
- EL 
1 
1 * 
* 
vl * 
31 
1 
RP | 
WW 
HE. 
9 


„ POO WS 


(13) 


itors © are not ſo well qualified to repreſent 


* you,” as they. It plainly was not the Intenti- 
on of the Author of the Addreſs in that Part of 


it to declare a Preference on either Side. He 
was only ſketching out a ſhort Deſcription of 
the Qualifications of the Gentlemen he thought 
well of; and among the Reſt, which juſtly be- 
long'd to them, that of a © fincere Attachment 
* to his Majeſty KING GEORGE, and 
ce the Eſtabliſh'd Government in Church and 
<« State.” He left it free to the Writers of the 
other Side to ſay the ſame Things of the Gen- 
tlemen they favour'd, if they thought proper, 
and believ'd it in their Power to do ſo. But 
when ſo fair an Opportunity, or rather an al- 
moſt unavoidable Neceſſity, of ſaying ſomething 
of the Qualifications of his Gentlemen, in theſe 
Particulars, was thus thrown in his Way ; this 
bold Aſſertor upon other Occaſions, now mani- 
feſtly declines affirming any Thing of them, as 
to theſe Matters. He does not deny or call in 
Queſtion in the leaſt the Truth of the Charact- 
ers, as apply'd to Ld P „and Sir E—d 
T——; yet he ſays, he © fears,” that with regard 
to Ld W—— and Sir I D—— there is ſome 
* covert © or © unjuſt” Deſign in theſe Charact- 
ers © to impoſe upon you,” and © to make 
* you think h meanly of them, and of Conſe- 
*© quence much worſe of them than they deſerve.” 
This then is the Paſſage, I doubt not, which 


this candid Remarker charges, on the Author of 


the Addreſs; as an A perſion“ upon theſe 
Gentle- 


(74) RT 
i Gentlemen. | Nevertheleſs I will not be fo un- 


candid towards him, as really to ſuppoſe any 
Aſperfion or unjuſt Reflection contain'd either 
in his Silence, that theſe Characters do belong 
to his Friends, or in his ſtrong Infinuation, that 


to no particular Acquaintance with them. 
It wou'd be great Abuſe, Gentlemen, of 


your Patience, and Time very unneceffarily ane 
idly ſpent by me, to take Notice of every Thing, 
that my judicious Antagoniſt thinks proper to 
advance upon his own Authority, or upon the 
Soundneſs of his own Opinion and Judgment. 


But I muſt not omit to point out one very curi- 


ous Paſlage of this Sort, which wonderfully diſ- bs 


Cloſes his great Ability and Talents for making 


Decrees, and his undoubted Qualification to fit _ 
as Judge, in a Court of Inquiſition. The Paſ- 
ſage I mean, is that, wherein he formally paſſes 7 
Sentence; that ** ſo Juſt, ſo very Equitable is 
« the Claim” of the Gentlemen he wou'd im- 
pole upon you, * that he who doubts or diſ- 3 
s believes in this Article”, (of his Catholic 
Faith, as one wou'd imagine,) © is not only a 
« Jew, but he muſt be a new Jew, a Jew'of a 
very modern growth and tranſplanting.” To 
paſs by the Henleian Oratory of this Sentence, 
and to keep to the plain Meaning of it; you | 
know, Gentlemen, what a Spirit of Indignation 
and Abhorrence is now raiſed throughout the 


Nation againſt the Jews; more particularly by 
tne 


* * 


they do not; ſince he may be preſum'd to know | 
the Gentlemen better than one, who pretends 
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People; and, doubtleſs, think you worthy of 
the like Treatment. But if you ct to be Diſ- 
> believers or downright Infidels in / the Arti- 
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forded me fo fair an Opportunity to do fo. The 
Language in this extraordinary Sentence is per- 


( 35) 
the Party, of which this Writer profeſſes him- 
ſelf; to that Degree, that one_wou'd not won- 
der, if without the leaſt Regard ta common 
Humanity they were inſtantly ſtripp'd of their 
Poſſeſſions, and driven 3 on naked. out 
of this good Country, the moſt famous for the 


amiable Profeſſion of Chriſtian Moderation and 


Charity. And you ſee, if you happen even to 
doubt of what thi Party blindly believe in the 
Article only of the ſuperior Merit of theſe two 
Friends of then how. they rank you under the 
ſame Denomination with that truly accurſed 


cles of their Political Creed, what muſt remain 


W for you, but Fire and Faggot, if they were 


perly capacitated to execute their good ills 


5 towards you?—1 am ſenſible, * that 
this may appear to ſome, who do not know the 
true Spirit of the Party, like taking Advantage 


of this Writer's want of Caution to urge theſe 


f Things: But thoſe, who know it, will readily 


perceive the Truth and Juſtneſs of what has 
been thus urg'd, even if this Writer had not af- 


haps his on; but the Sentiments are affuredly 
fs. very Sentiments of his Party. They are, 
and ever were of an infolent and perſecuting 
Spirit. The Nature of their Principles deter- 


mines them to be ** 


| The 


mn 
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The next Remark, worth notice, concerns 


* the Aﬀociation. With regard to it, this Writer 
ſays, that ur will tell you, what the Candidates 


of the old Intereſt did on that Occaſion. The 
Amount of what he ſays, if any thing, is in 
plain Words no more, than that in fact they 
attended in Parliament, and did not appear at 
the Aſſociation. He does not ſay, that this 
was their real Motive for not being at the Aſ- 
ſociation; or that, if their ſuppos'd Duty had 
not call'd them to Parliament, they wou'd cer- 
tainly have attended at the Aſſociation. This 
indeed their Advocate does not ſo much as hint. 
Nevertheleſs, if the moſt hearty Eſpouſers of 


the Cauſe of theſe Gentlemen in the County, 


(I do not mean the Roman Catholicks; what 

I am going to mention might not very reaſona- 
bly be expected of them; but) if a conſidera- 
ble Number of their other Friends, who call 
themſelves Proteſtants, had, while they were 
in a Hurry to attend at Parliament, appear'd at 
the Aſſociation, one might have preſum'd, that 
their particular Abſence was poflibly owing to 
ſome Scruple or punctilious Nicety about their 
Duty, and Preparation for an early Attendance. 
But when the real matter of Fact is, That 
I Aſſociation was two Days before the Meet- 
ing of the Parliament, (the Aſſociation being 
on the r5th, and the Meeting of the Parlia- 
ment not till the 17th of Odlober 1745;) and 
that thoſe Gentlemen of the Aſſociation who 
had Seats i in Parliament were moſt of them pre- 
ſent 
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ſent in Parliament the very firſt Day of its meet- 
ing, (which ſhews, that the being at the Aſſocia- 
tion was not inconſiſtent with the moſt early At- 
tendance in Parliament :) — Yet that of the Gen- 
tlemen of the Old Intereſt, who had alſo Seats in 


Parliament, none attended at the Aſſociation; 


and a late Repreſentative of the City of Ox d, 
tho' in Oxford the very Day, and at the Time 
of the Aſſociation, ſeem'd to think it of more 
Conſequence to be then ſolliciting the Subſcrip- 
tion to the Town-Hall, than to be once preſent 
at the Aſſociation: And that the reſt of theſe 
Gentlemen quitted the Country either juſt be- 
fore, or on the very Day of the Aſſociation; 
and when at the Aſſociation ſome wonder'd, 
that the Members of the County were not pre- 
ſent, and a Perſon very politely ſaid the hand- 
ſomeſt thing that cou'd be ſaid in favour of 
their Abſence, a Friend of theirs with much 


Woarmth declar'd, that to his certain Knowledge 
* 


no Body had Authority to make any Excuſe or 
Apology for their Abſence : — And moreover, 


that out of the whole Number of their very 


good Friends, who remain'd in the Country, 
and had no call to Parliament, nor to any other 
Buſineſs more important, than the joining with 
thoſe who wes engaging themſelves and For- 
tunes in the Defence of their Country, no 60n- 
fiderable Number of theſe Gentlemen of the 
Old Intereſt then appear'd on fo diſtinguiſhing 
an Occaſion, and of the few that did appear, 
ſome deſignedly flipt away without ſubſcribing : 
— What can one think of this Matter? — The 
Plea indeed, which their Advocate makes in 
D the 


(18) 


the Pamphlet that lies (before me, ſeems: to 
me a very extraordinary one, and every Word 


of it extremely remarkable. 


Then ſays He, they, each of them, at- 
tended their reſpective Duties, whether publick 
or private.” How? ©« They WAITED THE 
COMMANDS OF HIS MAJESTY, ſtrict- 
ly adher'd to the Laws of THEIR Country, 
and purſued every Step, which THEY thought 
correſpondent and agreeable to T H A T Con/ti- 
tution, to which THEY are MOST FIR M- 
LY attach'd, and for the Preſervation of which 
THEY will at all Times exert them'elves with 
a moſt truly Britiſh Courage and Reſolution. 
This Writer and his Party wou'd certainly laugh 
at any one, who cou'd not underſtand his 
meaning in theſe Words. Nevertheleſs that 
the Truth of what he thus daringly advances, 
may not reſt upon his Word only, I will help 
him to ſome Evidence befide what has been al- 
ready produc'd, for the farther Illuſtration of 
what he ſays. One Fact is enough. You know, 
Gentlemen, tis univerſally known, that beſide 
many other ways they had of expreſſing their 
Meaning over their Liquor, it was the famous 
Health, which this Party at that Time more 
particularly drank, To all thoſe, who dare 
be honeſt in the worſt of Times.” — Now what 
Interpretation is it poſſible to put upon ſuch 
Conduct, ſuch Behaviour, ſo defended, but that 
theſe Gentlemen did not think the Times, then 
being, either bad enough, or favourable enough 
for them to ſhew themſelves more openly ; and 
to exert, what they mean in the Health py 

Pr the 


$ 1&- 
$-= : 
ws © 
* Je” 
l 
1 
1 


d 
4 - 
5 

<0 

E 

A) 
2 


(19) 
the Word Honeſtly, and what their Advocate 
more emphatically calls their mo? truly Britiſh 
Courage and Reſolution. 

T ſhall leave it, Gentlemen, to yourſelves, to 
cenſure that rancorous and abſurd Inſinuation, 
that Perſons, not only of the higheſt Diſtinc- 
tion in their Country, but of the Number of 
the ſincereſt Friends to the Government, re- 
joic'd at their Hearts at the Troubles and Dan- 
gers of them ; and to judge, with what a very 
ill Grace ſuch infamous Traducers, as theſe, 
preſume to call the well grounded Reports of 
thoſe, whom they own af /ea/? to be Gentle- 
men, ſcandalous and malicious. — And fo I leave 
him to enjoy his own Remarks, and the Reflec- 
tions which he has given occaſion to, with 
Regard to the Aſſociation. 

In anſwer to the Inquiry, Whether the Old 
Intereſt implies ſome extraordinary Merit, and 
whether the Gentlemen concern'd in it have 
any peculiar Qualifications to recommend them 
to the favour of their Country? He tells you, 
„ He ſhall be daring enough to affirm, that 
they are Maſters of extraordinary Merit: As 
if his Daringneſs in affirming was any kind of 
Proof of the Matter in queſtion. You have al- 
ready ſeen enough of him to know, what Cre- 
dit ought to be given to the Daringne/s of his 
Affirmations. In this Place however, he at- 
tempts to offer a Reaſon for his Daringneſs; 
and the mighty Reaſon that his Gentlemen 
% are Maſters of extraordinary Merit, is this; 
* For they have ever acted juſtly, indepen- 
dently, conſtitutionally.” I will allow, that this 
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Argument wou'd have been a proper one, if in, 
the firſt Place he had prov'd, that theſe Titles 
dh really belong to thoſe Gentlemen, as he pre- 
tends; and then, that they belong to them ex- 
t#aordinarily. and peculiarly. But both theſe 
Points reſt with him upon his own bare Word, 
On the other hand, that you may be convinc'd. 
how peculiarly or truly they do belong to them, 
and how juſtly, regularly, impartially and inde- 
pendently, and with what regard to the Con- 
ſtitution of their Country, and in particular to 
Your Rights and Liberties they have ever acted, 
I appeal to the Fact of the Summons to the 
Meeting at which they were nominated, and to 
the other Facts already mention'd. 
In Anſwer to the Query made on the Occa- 
ſion of theſe Gentlemen profeſſing themſelves, 
ſo remarkably as they do, the Friends of Old 
England, Whether they have no Aﬀection or 
Love for preſent England, This Writer does not 
take upon him to ſay, that they have any Af- 
fection to the preſent Conſtitution, as by Law 
eftabliſÞ'd, Jince the Revolution; which wou'd have 
been a direct Anſwer to the obvious Meaning of 
the Queſtion; fince the Phraſe Old England is 
generally, and with good Reaſon underſtood to 
imply the State of Things in this Nation before 
that memorable Period. To paſs over therefore 
the other Parts of his Anſwer, which are either 
ambiguous or little to the Purpoſe ; he tells you 
firſt in general, that © they are Friends to 
«KINGS and Kingly Government;” and in 
| the next Place, when after ſome Pauſe he 
. vouchſafes to ſpeak of A KING in particu- 


lar 


(21) 
lar, he has nothing more to ſay, than that theſe 
Gentlemen themſelves know, that they act as 
they do, that is, in perpetual Oppoſition to the 
Adminiſtration of the preſent Government, from 

a real Affection to THEIR ROYAL 
« MASTER.” Now if there be no myſteri- 
Z ous Meaning, no mental Reſervation in the 
Words © THEIR ROYAL MASTER,” 
nor in thoſe quoted before of ** their waiting 
= © the Commands of HIS MAJESTY,” Why 
is 20 Body elſe to know, what they know of this 
Matter, but Zbemſefves and their Friends pri- 
vately? Are they not in a publick Station? Have 
their Conſtituents no Right to know them? 
Why then is THEIR KING's or ROYAL, 
M 5 S PER“'s Name not mention'd? Why are 
the People ſuffer' d to be ſo much deluded by 
their affected Silence about it? Why has it been 
ſo induſtriouſiy omitted, in all their publick Ad- 
vertiſements; in all the Papers of every Sort, 
that have been wrote for them on the preſent 
Occaſion; eſpecially, when the Liberty has 
been taken frequently and publickly to Queſti- 
A on, Whether they dare ſpeak openly and honeſtly 
on that Subject? 
4 As to what is ſurmis'd, that the Author of 
the Addreſs treats the IWord Difintereſtednets 
deſpicably, I ſuppoſe he means Contemptu- 
1 Hoy, it is deny'd that he does; though the 
1 bing, which this Party covers under that 
good Name, it is inſiſted, that he or any one 
elſe may juſtly hold in Contempt, as well as their 
| 8 Honeſty ; another very good Appellation, which 
they appropriate to themſelves, and ſtamp upon 
every 
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every Man of their Profeſſion in Politicks, how 


great a Knave or Villain ſoever he be with reſpect 
to Morality, or in the Affairs of common Life. 
T am fo well convinced, (and ſo I am perſuad- 
ed is my Adverſary too,) of the Pertinency of 
what is produc'd in the Addreſs to ſhew, how 
reed this Party hath ever acted, both in 
former Reigns and in later Times; that in the 
Confidence of it, I ſhall preſume, for your fa- 
ther Confirmation in the Truth of what was ad- 
vanc'd on this Head, to refer you to the Ac- 


count of the moſt wickedly intereſted Views of 
this Party, publiſh'd by Ld B-—ke, who had 


been himſelf at the Head of it, at Home, and 
in the Year 1715 was Secretary of State to the 
Pretender abroad, and in that Station concern'd 
in planning the Rebellion of that Year in a Cor- 
reſpondence with Sir Wm W m, who was 
then the Leader of the Tories in England, and 


the chief Man in the then Oppoſition to the Ad- - 


miniſtration and Government. 


My good Adverſary thinks proper to adviſe 5 


you to © be watchful, that you elect Perſons well 


ce attach'd to Church as well as State, whoſe re- 
ce ligious as well as political Sentiments intitle 
ce them to the Denomination of good Old Chrijtii- 
ce ans, as well as good Old Engh/hmen.” The 


Denomination of good Old Engliſbmen has been 
already conſider'd under the Article of Affection 
to Old England and elſewhere; and as to the 
other Denomination of good Old Chriſtians, I 
confeſs I cannot determine with myſelf, whether 
he is ſerious, or not, in the Uſe of ſo ſerious an 
Appellation. However, to humour the Gentle- 


man; 
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man ; if he knows any Thing of the Unwerſity 


of Oxford, I will remind him, that Ld P r 


and Sir E- d T r were both bred up there; 
that they continued in the Univerſity as long as 
Perſons of their Rank and Fortune uſually do; 


that they behav'd all the Time with remarkable 
Regularity, and attended with great Diligence 


all the Opportunities of Inſtruction and Im- 
provement, whether of a learned, moral, or 
religious Kind, which that Seat of Education ſo 
eminently affords. And how well they have 
in Fact anſwer' d thoſe Opportunities, that 1 
leave to the judgment of the World. — I am 
conſcious, that the candid Letter writer may in 


this, as he did in the Character of the ſame 


Gentleman given in the Addreſs, diſcover ſome 
Aſperſion touching his Friends. I cannot help 
it, if he does. I am content, that what is ſaid, 
is true of the Gentlemen, of whom it is ſaid. 
And now we come to the famous Affair of 
re- building the Town-Hall. And here this 
Writer charges his Adverſary with ſuch an in- 
continent Degree of Party- rage,“ (though he 


4 confeſſes, that in this very Part of the Addreſs, 


which he is remarking upon, ſome Merit was 
allow'd to one of the Friends of his Party; 


though he in no Place himſelf allows the leaſt 


Degree of Merit to any of its Opponents, nei- 
ther Writers nor Gentlemen ;) as cannot forbear 
ſhewing itſelf in the moſt audacious Manner, by 
no leſs than a notorious Falſhood, and a 
s moſt flagrant Miſrepreſentation of the Point.” 
But inſtead of attempting to confute, or even 
to deny the Facts, as they were alledg'd by his 

Adverſary; 
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Adverſary ; he only propoſes a Queſtion or two; 
which Queſtions, if they were allow'd to him, 
as he wou'd have them, wou'd not contradict 
thoſe Facts, as they were alledg'd., For of 
what Significancy, good Sir, is it to enquire, 
what few Perſons of either Intereſt were ©* moſt 
« early” in their Subſcriptions? or what few 
Inſtances of particular Perſons (for you carefully 
aſſign no Number) there were, who de- 
ay dard, they wou'd never ſubſcribe Of what 
Significancy, I ſay, is it to put the honeſt Free- 
holders upon theſe trifling Enquiries, which 
you ought yourſelf to have made, and eas'd 
them of their Trouble, if you had thought they 
were of any Conſequence? And what Relation 
has this to the general Queſtion, W HICH of 
the two Intereſts dropt the Subſcription, when 
it was on' Foot, and in a fair Way of ſucceed- 
ing, if it had been carried on? Or WHICH 
then propos'd the Method of TAXING, in- 
ſtead of it? If Subſcribing was right and gene- 
rous, and Taxing wrong and mean, I muſt ſtill 
inſiſt upon it, that the more Reproach is due to 
. thoſe, who propos'd this latter Method; and 
the greater Shame to them, that they dropt the 
Former, when they had begun it, and were fo 
nobly encourag'd by the LORD LIEU- 
TENANT of the County, and his Friends 
to go on. | Ty 

1 muſt not forbear, Gentlemen, to acknow- 
ledge on this Subject my Adverſary's Ingenu- 
ouſneſs (for, I think, I have not omitted to do 
ſo, wherever I have had an Opportunity ;) in 
owning, © You might aſſure yourſelves, that if 
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* the 'Subſcription had been carried on, you 
« wou'd have ſeen at leaſt as much Money col- 
cc ſected from the one Intereſt, as from the 
other. WHY then, we may aſk him again, 
Was the Subſcription not carried on? And 
WHO 9dubſtituted a TAX inſtead of it? 
Theſe Queſtions he chuſes to be excus'd from 
making any Anſwer to: He does not care to 
touch, though ever ſo lightly, upon them 
and, being utterly at a Loſs for any particular 
Argument, at this dead Lift, is oblig'd to have 
Recorrſe to the General and only ſtrong Argu- 
ment of his Party, That one Intereſt truly is 
«« the Old” one, and the other New, and till 
now unbeard of; the very Anſwer in ſo ma- 
ny Words, which the Papiſts made againſt the 
Reformers ; only ſubſtituting the Word Religion 
in the Place of Intereſti. But may o not re- 
ply (in like Manner as the Reformers did,) if 


F the latter Intereſt be the true Intereſt of the 
| County, no Matter how ew it be; and Confu- | 


hon belongs to thoſe, who by their Noiſe and 
Clamour have miſled the People, and prevented 
the Voice of Truth ſo long from being heord. 
And if the other Intereſt by its enormous Abuſes 
and Irregularities hath ſo impair'd its Strength, 
as that it is now in a quite crazy Condition, and 
ready to fall to Pieces, it is no Credit to it, that 
at the Age of Forty Three it is grown /o Old, 


and is in the utmoſt Diſtreſs in coping with e 


Young an Adverſary. | 
Since it is thought he ra to harp upon the 


Words Peace and Diſturbance, I muſt inform 


this Writer, that this alſo hath been the Cant 1 
| E all 


| 1 a6) . 
Impoſtors, who have ever happen' d to ſteal 
5 the Poſſeſſion of Credit and Power. Thus 


inſt the Endeavours of thoſe, who reform'd 


this Nation from Papiſb Idolatry and other ſcan- 
dalous Superſtitions, it was the Cry of the Im- 
poſtors concern'd in the Continuance of that 
Idolatry, that the Peace of tbe Church was di- 
flurb'd by thoſe Endeavours. And thus at 
Epheſus the Craftsmen, whoſe Buſineſs it was to 
make the Shrines or Images of Diana for the 
ſimple People to buy and worſhip, when their 
Craft was in Danger, rais'd a Mob and Outcry 
againſt the APOSTLES, that the DI- 
STURBERS of the World were come 
among them alſo. All, who judge rightly of 
ſuch Matters, ever look upon the who give Oc- 
caſion to a juſt and neceſſary Oppoſition, and 
not thoſe who in that Caſe oppoſe, as the real Di- 
fturbers of the publick Tranquillity.— Accord- 
ingly the preſent Conteſt is not a Conteſt be- 
twixt particular Perſons, but a Conteſt betwixt 
two Intereſts or Parties of the County, poſſeſſed 
of very diſferent Principles and actuated by very 
ferent Inclinations in the great Concern of 
Civil Government. And the County, ſo far 
from having Reaſon to be diſoblig d, is certainly 
oblig'd to thoſe Gentlemen who have rais'd up 
the preſent ſair Opportunity for it to manifeſt 
it's own real Sentiments and Inclinations, and to 
wipe off that wyu/t, as I believe, Aßperſian, 
which has too long lain upon it, of being want- 
ing in that Reſpect and Affection, which is due 


to the juſteſt and mildeſt of Sovereigns, and to 


that Eltablihment of Government we and our 
Fathers 


— 
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which it is acknowledg'd by all intelligent Per- 
ſons, both' at Home and Abroad, our Rights 
and Liberties are better aſcertain'd and ſecur'd, 
than ever they were, before the famous Expul- 


fron of Popery and Tyranny out of theſe Kingdoms 
| by the Revolution. doo Sas 


It ſeems to me remarkable, that the Writer 
I am engag'd with, hath taken ſo little notice, 
as he has done, of the late Affair concerning 
the Jews. He only drops a Hint about it, to 
ſhew, that he was not ignorant of the general 
Diſlike to it. I confeſs I was ſo much ſurpris'd 
at this Silence of His on ſo popular a Topic, 
that I knew not how to account for it; 'till I 
conſider'd, that probably he was either appre- 
henſive, that Matter wou'd not bear a ſerious 
Debate; or rather conſcious, that it cou'd reflect 
no Advantage on the Gentlemen, whoſe Cauſe 
he pleads. 1 am no Advocate for that Act. Let 
it ſtand or fall, as its own Merits and the ſenſe 
of the Nation ſhall determine. All I wou'd ob- 
ſerve of it, is only with relation to the preſent 
Conteſt ; that if upon Examination it appear to 
be a much leſs hurtful Thing, than you have 
been made to conceive of it; it is plain, with 
what Deſign at this Time your juſt Apprehen- 
ſions have been ſo greatly alarm'd, and your 
Paſſions raiſed to the higheſt Pitch of Indigna- 
tion and Horror: And if it be of ever ſo miſ- 
chievous a Tendency, yet that the Candidates 
of the Old. Intereſt can in Juſtice claim to them- 
ſelves but a very moderate Share of Merit, if 
any, from: what they did to oppoſe it ; fince 
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one of them confeſſedly was not preſent during 
the whole time that the Bill was depending : 
And all that is pretended the other did, was 
once to DIVIDE againſt it; which whatever 
it implies, plainly does not mean, that He at- 
tended at the Eft: or ſecond reading of the 
Bill, nor at the Committee; nor that at the 
third and laſt reading He ſpoke againſt it ; nor 
that he took any Pains publickly or privately to 
induce his Friends to vote againſt it ; nor that he 
ſo much as apply'd to his Fellow-Repreſentatives 
f the County or City once to appear againſt it. 
1 is ſurpriſing ſurely, that the ſame Gentlemen, 
who at the time, when the Friends of the Go- 
verthment were aſſociating themſelves in the 
ounty to protect you againſt the Miſeries of a 
owerful Rebellion ; that theſe Gentlemen 
ſhould at that critical time think it their Duty 
to be fo ſcrupulous about their Attendance at 
Parliament, when the Parliament was not yet 
met, but only about to meet, as not to ſpare one 
Day to attend at the Aſſociation : And yet when 
ſo miſchievous a Bill was depending, a Bill of 
more fatal Conſequences, as they repreſent, than 
ten popiſh Rebellions, they ſhould then either 
not attend at all, or attend ſo careleſſly. 

I muſt beg leave to trouble you, Gentlemen, 
with a ſhort Remark or two more upon what 
remains of the Performance of the worthy De- 
fender of the Old Intereſt. He calls the Charge 
upon his Friends of the * Slight” and“ Neg- 
lea,” or rather high Affront put upon the 
County, by ſummoning a Part inſtead of the 
Whole to nominate its Candidates, a © com- 


mon, 
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mon, trite, and worn out Abuſe.” Thus are 


\ Your Rights and Liberties reſpected by this 


Writer: Whereas the ſame Thing appear'd to 
a News-Writer, (tho' the Tool of this Party, and 
not famous for being overſtock'd with Candour, 
yet being in a more publick Light more oblig'd 
to obſerve the Forms of Decency) to be fo fa 
grant an Offence, that even He allows the one 
Advertifement to be properly addreſs d, and does 
not difallow the other to be partial. Yet the 
Writer of a © few candid Remarks” (He did 
well to ſay few) has nothing elſe to ſay, hav- 
ing no other Permiſſion from his Superiors, but 
that the Charge is © common, trite and worn- 
out Abuſe.” The Advertiſement is publick with 


the Gentlemen's Names ſubſcrib'd to it. It was 


improper and partial by the Confeſſion of the 
publick News-Writer of the Party; it was in 
Truth an high Indignity and Inſult upon their 
Conſtituents. They have never. yet declar'd 
their Repentance for it : Nay, their Advocate 
calls the Charge of it upon thoſe, who were 
guilty of it, even © Abuſe” in thoſe that charge 
it; and that with ſuch a Degree of Inſolence 
and Contempt of You, Gentlemen, as ſcarce an 
Thing can equal, but that with which the Fact 
itſelf was committed. | | 
It is one of his candid Remarks, that the 
Author of the Addreſs produc'd no Reaſon, 
why you ſhou'd be diſpos'd to favour Ld P—r 
and Sir E—d T—r, but the ſole one, that they 
wiſh and deſire it.” You, Gentlemen, are ap- 


peal'd to, and you are the rightful Judges of 


this, as well as of all Matters relating to this 
Diſpute; 


S 
Diſpute, whether other Reaſons have not been 
offer'd, and thoſe ſufficient ones too, to incline _ 
your Choice towards thoſe Gentlemen, both in 
the former Addreſs and in this, which is founded 
upon the Matter furniſh'd by that. 

But tis certainly a moſt extraordinary Thing 
in this Remarker, unjuſtly to charge his Ad- 
verſary with © wantonly preſuming to direct“ you 
in the Diſpoſal of the Honours of the County ; 
when at the ſame Time, he takes the Liberty 
to himſelf, I do not ſay wantonly to direct You, 
but to bully and Zhreaten you, and in plain Words 
to tell you, not only that you are PERJUR'D, 
if you preſume to act otherwiſe than he wou'd 
have you; but that you are alſo © guilty” in 
that Caſe even © of the HIGHEST TRANS- 
GRESSION towards the Kingdom in general ;” 
by which he doubtleſs means HIGH TREA- 
SON; as that is the higheſt Tranſgreſſion againſt 
the Nation, and 0 other Tranſgreſſion is ſo. As 
to Perjury, I am aſtoniſh'd, he ſhou'd bring the 
Word to your Recollection; ſince it is ſo well 
known, that the main Body of his Party, tho” 
all under the Oaths of Allegiance to his preſent 

Majeſty, I mean even thoſe who ſeem'd to be 
quiet, put on a very particular Kind of Appear- 
ance, and diſcover'd very odd Inclinations and 
Diſpoſitions at the Time of the /ate Rebellion : 
Nay, to that Degree of Openneſs, that tho' 
they cou'd not yet permit you indeed to give 
them their proper Denomination, yet they 
wou'd have queſtion'd your common Senſe, if 
they thought you did not fully underſtand their 
Meaning.—- And as to the other Crime, it is 


certain 


m Sk id 


(31). 


certain, that the Gentlemen He recommends, 


are in no Station, nor bear any Offices under 


their /awful Sovereign, or in the eſtabliſh'd Go- 
vernment of theſe Kingdoms, to make the re- 
jecting of them in the preſent State of Things in 
any Reſpect, or in any Degree like High-Trea- 


Jon. As therefore it ſeems to me utterly unac- 
countable, how it ſhou'd be fo; I leave it to 


this Writer and his Friends, (if they have any 
ſecret Way among themſelves) to explain this 
(otherwiſe) moſt extraordinary bold Poſition, 
Upon the whole, Gentlemen, being apprehen- 
ive that it may poſſibly be made a general Objection 
to what is thus laid before You, that the Writer, 
I have been engag'd with, is a pitiful Defender 
of the Cauſe, He has undertaken ; I muſt confeſs, 
that I have all along confider'd him pretty much 
in that light; and therefore have not confin'd, 
what I had to ſay, 70 him; but chiefly had in view 
the main Fats, upon which this Controverſy 
ought to turn, and endeavour'd to put them in a 
clear light. And I am not indeed unwilling in 
behalf of my Antagoniſt, now that he ſeems to 


be on the ground, to own; that no one Writer 


of his whole Party has attempted to reaſon more, 
than He has done ; and that he has this peculiar 
Merit among them to be the Fir/t and the La/7 
who has hitherto put on ſo much as the form of 
Argument: And I wou'd obſerve farther in his 
Favour, that I believe truly, his main Deficiency 
is owing to the badneſs of his Cauſe at bottom. 
For what Orator or Reaſoner can be otherwiſe 
than defective and ſuperficial, when his Cauſe 
furniſhes him with no proper Matter to plead up- 

on. 


wou'd diſguiſe or Miſrepreſent, as the Papers 1 
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to make out what He wants in Reafonand Hg. 
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bur by bold ft pes and Ahujſe.--Neverthelels, if | 
2 Ac thinks otherwiſe of his Cauſe than I do, 


chuſes to get up again in defence of i it or if 
any of his Friends imagine they cun better main» 
tai it by appearing in his (Read, providsc they 
lay aſide thoſe Weapons, which I do A under - 
ſtand, and vouchſafe to try a little co Argu- 
ment, they mae depart 5 a fair and: 5 5 
Anſwer. 2 4: 5 
In the mean time, Gentlemen 41 e appear 5 
any Merit in what I have done towards ſetting 
in a clearer light Matters Which it concerns you 
to be properly acquainted With, and which the 
Induſtry of ſome Pyetenders to a regard for Vou 


have been conſidering too plainly ſhew: Lou 
will be pleas d td allow. Ade tc intregt thus 
no "a8 you; That thoſe, WHO are not yet 
wou'd ſuſpend their Judgment and 

po their Determination till they find the 
See finiſh'd to their Satiefa000 n ad | 
that thoſe, who have:happen'd to be engdg d up- 
on falſe Surmiſes and Miſrepreſentati 2 Fade 
ſince detected, wou d conſider, ho Har they are 
oblig d to ſtand to Engagements upon unfaꝶ add 
deceitful grounds t For it is a plain ta a ” 
the World, and it wou'd be an-Aﬀront: to- 
Man's Underſtanding. to ſuppoſe, He did not ſec} - 

that NO ENGAGEMENT IS BINDING; dF 
THE FACTS OR CONDIFIONS;: UPON. 
WHICH IT WAS n 75 ARE Nox 
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